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Hi all and welcome to the 31th issue of Pagan World!
For those of us who couldn’t be there, the PFI Day Out in Venlo was a great success. Members from 4 different countries were in attendance making it a true international event.

Speaking of being international, our International Coordinator Morgana has been doing quite a bit of globetrotting lately. She was in Germany a few days ago and in Bulgaria and then Hungary last month. None of us can figure out where she gets all her energy from. Her energy must come from the Gods themselves, either that or she drinks a lot of coffee (. Anyway, you’ll find reports from her visits to Hungary and Bulgaria further on in this issue. 

There is also big news in the Pagan Federation International. Our status has now changed and we are now an affiliated organization of the Pagan Federation in England. Be sure to read the details on page 18 and 19, so that you’ll be up-to-date on what this eans for us. 

See you next issue!

Bright blessings,

Joanne
October 1, 2006
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Members News from the Pagan Federation in London
Lammas 2006

Welcome to the Lammas edition of ‘Members News’.  The Pagan Federation “Year of Change” has certainly continued at a fast pace! Our Summer Council meeting was held on Saturday 1st July with some further important decisions being made concerning the structure of the Pagan Federation.

Pagan Federation International

Pagan Federation International continues to grow and work at a hard and fast pace, with more contact networks being set up within many more countries, helping Pagans where little or no support network has previously been available. The only continent not covered by PFI is Africa.

To ensure that the very important work of PFI can continue, the legal needs of each country need to be examined, understood and for administration and financial purposes followed. Failure to comply with financial legislation in some countries would mean that PFI would have to withdraw, leaving local Pagans without any support or help. At our July Council meeting Morgana of PFI said the following:

“PFI has to deal with a variety of different legal systems and therefore needs an umbrella organisation in the form of a trust to give legal protection. A Limited Company does not give the same protection as a trust, because a trust also includes ideology. Pagan Federation International has to look at the global situation and the only way to represent Pagans worldwide is to be a human rights organisation.  A trust enshrines intellectual and spiritual ideas. PFI needs separation for practical reasons, but as an affiliation, it can remain part of the Pagan Federation.

Once again after much spirited discussion and debate the proposal to grant PFI Affiliated status was agreed.

PF makes strides in court

A significant step forward for all Pagans was made recently. I am delighted to announce that from today onwards all Pagans can now swear with the new Pagan oath rather than having to affirm - which is a non-religious oath. This means that anyone appearing as a witness, defendant, accused (!) in any kind of court or tribunal (e.g. magistrates' courts, crown courts - basically anywhere you have to swear an oath to tell the truth in a formal setting) can now state that they wish to swear by the Pagan oath.

The Pagan oath should be available to practitioners in tribunals and courts. The oath should read:

 'I swear by all that I hold sacred to tell the truth, the whole truth and nothing but the truth.'

Individuals would not need a holy book to swear by. However, if they did, they will supply their own personal holy book, which should not be touched by others without permission, other than for security purposes. 
This follows representative work initiated and followed through by Pagan Federation representatives and PEBBLE, and is another indicator of the hard work being done behind the scenes by the PF for the benefit of all Pagans. 
`Blitzkrieg' rehab imperils Myanmar's ancient temples

By Richard C. Paddock, Copyright © 2006, Chicago Tribune

BAGAN, Myanmar -- The bricklayers are paid $1.35 a day to rebuild the ancient ruin: a small, 13th Century temple reduced by time to little more than its foundation. But they have no training in repairing aged monuments, and their work has nothing to do with actually restoring one of the world's most important Buddhist sites. Instead, using modern red bricks and mortar, they are building a new temple on top of the old.

They work from a single page of drawings supplied by the government. Three simple sketches provide the design for a generic brick structure and a fanciful archway. No one knows, or seems to care, what the original temple looked like. Nearby are two piles of 700-year-old bricks that were pulled from the ruin. The bricklayers use them to fill holes in the temple.

Known as Monument No. 751, the structure is one of hundreds of new temples that have popped up all over the ancient city of Bagan, which ranks with Cambodia's Angkor temple complex as one of Asia's most remarkable religious sites.Once the scene of an international rescue effort, Bagan is now in danger of becoming a temple theme park.

The late Myanmar historian Than Tun called the restoration "blitzkrieg archeology." "They are carrying out reconstruction based on complete fantasy," said an American archeologist who asked not to be identified for fear of being banned from the country. "It completely obliterates any historical record of what was there."

Myanmar, also known as Burma, is ruled by a military government that has been cut off from the West for more than a decade because of its brutality toward its people. Since 1988, the generals who run the country have killed thousands of pro-democracy activists and imprisoned thousands more. The government has been almost as ruthless with its monuments.

Land of Golden Pagodas

[image: image10.wmf]
Myanmar is advertised to tourists as the Land of Golden Pagodas. Bagan's largest temples rival the cathedrals of Europe in size and age, but rather than being scattered across a continent, they are concentrated in an area encompassing about 16 square miles.

By some estimates, there were 13,000 temples during Bagan's peak in the 13th Century. Today, the Bagan cultural heritage zone has more than 2,200 temples, along with 2,000 unidentifiable mounds and ruins. 
Despite the new construction, Bagan remains awe-inspiring. Climb up on one of the larger monuments and the temples seem to stretch across the dusty plain as far as the eye can see. Some of the larger monuments soar as high as 20 stories; many are decorated with tiers of stone spires and ornate carvings. Some of the largest temples house giant statues of Buddha covered in gold leaf, and some still have original frescoes depicting the life of Buddha.

Many of the temples were damaged by a major earthquake in 1975. The military government of the time accepted international assistance, and experts from around the world spent years restoring some of the most important temples. Major temples restored after the quake remain in good condition.

But after a new clique of generals came to power in 1988, interest in upholding international standards for historic preservation vanished. The regime rejected offers of continued foreign assistance and eventually dropped its plan to seek Bagan's designation as a World Heritage site, leaving one of the world's premier archeological sites without United Nations-protected status.

The government decided instead that turning Bagan, also known as Pagan, into a tourist destination could bring much-needed foreign cash. The generals set about making the archeological zone more appealing to visitors, particularly tourists from neighboring countries such as China and Thailand that are not so critical of its government. Few Western visitors come to Bagan because of calls by the opposition for a tourist boycott.

One of the regime's first steps was to uproot all 3,000 residents who lived within Old Bagan's historic walls and move them to New Bagan, a few miles south. "We were very angry," said one man who was 15 when his family had to pick up its small wooden house and move it. 

Untrained workers began covering old walls with plaster, obliterating the original contour of the brick. Statues were removed and replaced with no attempt to make accurate copies.

The damage has been greatest to the medium-sized temples, many of which were neglected after the earthquake and then damaged by subsequent restoration work, said French architect Pierre Pichard, one of the foremost experts on Bagan.

The regime also began a building program that is changing Bagan's skyline.On the eastern edge of the cultural heritage zone, the government built a 154-foot observation tower that resembles a grain silo and sits alongside a resort complex and golf course.

For $10--two weeks' salary for a teacher here--visitors can take an elevator to the top, have a drink and watch the sun set over the temples.

In Old Bagan, workers have built a massive archeological museum and have nearly finished a palace designed in 19th Century Mandalay style--not 12th Century Bagan style. Both grandiose structures seem out of place on the plain of temples.

Pichard and other Western experts say the rebuilding program has caused irreparable harm to Bagan. American archeologist Donald Stadtner says the damage caused by the 1975 quake was "benign" compared with the reconstruction of the last 15 years.

"Up to 1990, Pagan was one of the best preserved sites and cultural landscapes in Asia, with a perfect blend of the rural life where peasants, villages and well-cultivated fields surrounded the monuments without any harm," Pichard said.

"Now all actions result in disfiguring the site and endangering the ancient buildings. Sorry for the cliche, but Pagan is becoming a Disneyland, and a very bad one."
IBERIAN PAGANS
by Antonia

"Whilst following a course about 'Goddesses' I was asked to do an assignment about Pagan Cultures. It wasn't easy  to choose a pagan culture to complete this assignment. When I started to search for pagan cultures, mostly from the internet and books I had at home, what I found was a surprising amount of rich information. My first thought, went to my country of birth, Portugal. My intention was to find out about Celtic tribes that influenced the Portuguese-Iberian cultures (Portugal and Spain). We had influences from different Celtic tribes who lived and occupied Iberia for a certain period of time. 

THE CELTS

Celt- is originated from ancient Greeks, who called the barbarian peoples  of central Europe Keltoi. 

The Celts were a southern European people of Indo-Aryan origin.

The peoples known as the Celts were originated in central Europe, to the East of the Rhine in the areas  now part of southern Germany, Austria , Slovakia, the Czech Republic, and Hungary. Around 3.400 years ago, the Celtic peoples expanded across the Continent, specially western and northwestern Europe. During the period of Greece and Rome the Celtic culture was predominant  to the north of the Alps. Nowadays Scotland, Wales, Ireland, Cornwall, Cumbria and Brittany are basically Celtic in character.

History tells us that were two main Celtic groups, one being referred to the "Low lands Celts". These people left their pastures around 1200 BC and made their way across Europe establishing themselves in Switzerland, the Danube valley and Ireland. They were skilled in the use of metals and worked in gold, tin and bronze, furthermore they were an agriculturally oriented  race, having herdsmen, tillers and artificers who burned rather than buried their dead. They blended themselves peacefully with other people,  influencing powerfully  their religion, art and customs. 

The second group, often referred to the "true" Celts appeared on the left bank of Rhine at the beginning of the 6th century BC. These people came from the Balkans and Carpathians mountains and they were  fundamentally warriors.  

[image: image11.wmf]Having the reputation of loving fighting they were frequently found among the mercenaries of great armies.

These were the warlike Celts of ancient history who sacked Rome and Delphi and march victoriously across Europe and the British Isles.

In spite of their love for war they were brave, courageous and they had great sensitivity to music, poetry and philosophy. They buried their dead and they had elaborated rituals held in honor of Lugh. 

Because of wars, many  Celtic tribes migrated from one region  of Europe to another. From their homeland in central  Europe, the Celts went westwards, which is now modern France and the British Isles, southwest into Iberia, southward into northern Italy and eastward through central Europe into the Balkans and Asia Minor. Ancient tribes thought to be Celtic includes the Helvetii, who lived in the modern Switzerland, the Boii in  Italy, the Averni  France, the Scordisci  in Serbia and the Belgae, who occupied northern Gaul and southern Britain in pre-Roman times.

THE CELTIBERIANS

The Celtic tribes who came to live in the Iberian Peninsula (Portugal and Spain) were composed of the Averacci, Belli, Titi and Lusones (Lusoni). Between the eight century B.C. successive waves of Celtic peoples from central Europe invaded the western part of the Iberian peninsula, where the land and the climate were perfect to their herding-farming way of life. They settled there in large numbers and blended with the indigenous Iberos, giving rise to a new people know as the  Celtiberians. Their settlements were hilltop forts called "Castros", where are many vestiges in northwest  of Iberia (now being Portugal and Spain). The people spoke Indo-European languages (Celtic, Lusitanian) but were divided culturally and politically into dozens of independent tribes and territories.
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The warriors of Celt-Iberia enjoyed a reputation as finest barbarian mercenary infantry in the western world. They were believed to possess the finest qualities of the Celts, savage battle lust and great physical courage, along with the steadiness and organization of the more civilized Iberians.  The Celtiberians first surrender to the Romans in 195 BC , but they were not completely under Roman domination until 133 BC. The Mediterranean way of life reached the interior only after the Romans conquered Numantia. Asturias was only pacified in 19BC. The warlike character of the Iberian Celts was to choose death besides of being stripped of their weapons. The Celtiberian and the Lusitani fought as mercenaries in the Turdetan, Iberian Carthaginian and roman armies.  Judging by the names of their gods, the Celtiberians practiced warrior rites, and they preserved ancestral Indo -European customs such as age classes and warrior fraternities. Warriors had to go through rough initiation rites in order to prove their personal courage before being admitted into the fraternity, to keep down the numbers of the population and to enrich themselves with the rewards, generally being cattle. 

They had simple meals and they had to take dry sweat baths with red-hot stones. These rites represented the "Passage to the Beyond" from which a young man returned '"reborn" as a warrior. 

These rites also existed among the Gauls and Irish Celts  and have survived in the folklore of Celtiberia. 
“War” in the Celtiberian society had a sacred and magical character (they would cease to pursue the defeated enemies in the event of a divine omen for instance a lunar Eclipse). Warriors and their weapons would have been empowered with magical properties related with the underworld and its deities to which they were linked in the initiation rites: the Sihsluagh, servants of Lugh and Ogma deities of the sidh or "The Other world"; and the Fianna of the Fionn. 

Lugh-(According to Celtic mythology, Lugh was the son of Cian and Ethlinn. After the god Nuada was killed in The Second battle Of Magh Tuiredh, Lugh became the leader of the Tuatha De Danann-  the term for the gods and goddesses who descended from the goddess Danu. The God Lugh was the god of light and harvest is a fire god particularly known as a battle god. Lugh used a massive spear and a sling both weapons were magical and made him invisible in battle. 

A festival was held in his honour in August called the Lughnasadh or Lammas. August 1 marks the first day of the Celtic autumn and the beginning of the harvest and was his sacred month.Lughnasadah is actually a funerary festival, which commemorates the foster mother of Lugh. The Celtic believed that if her memory was not honored that Lugh would storm down and destroy the crofts before they could be taken from the fields, there by dooming the community to starvation through the winter months. 

He was also known as IIdanach, which means master of all arts and crafts. He is credited with creating FidhChell the classic board game of Celtic tradition, as well as ball games and horsemanship.                                   
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LUGH

Ogma -In Irish-Celtic myth, Ogma is the god of eloquence and learning. He is the son of the goddess Danu and the god Dagda, and one of the foremost members of the Tuatha De Danann. He is the reputed inventor of the ancient Ogham alphabet, which is used, in the earliest Irish writings.

In the final battle at Magh Tuiredh he managed to take way the sword of the king of the Fomorians, but had to pay with his life for this feat. (His Celtic Equivalent is Ogmios).
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OGMA (OGHAM)

Their lives and activities were synchronized with the Irish-Celtic year. They carried out razzias and hunted during the winter, the dark season of the year, which explains their relations with the Tuath.  A chieftain or Dux, gifted with magical powers and normally the most powerful individual among the warriors, led these groups.

Warriors consecrated themselves to these chieftains until death by means of the devotio attested among Celtiberians, Lusitani and Cantabri, as among other Indo-European peoples. Their weapons included the sword, whose magical powers survive in the Arthurian cycle. They settled their conflicts in heroic combat between two warriors or "champions", whose fate decided that of their armies, as a kind of ordeal in keeping with their supernatural interpretation of war. Such combats are documented in the Iliad, the Irish Celtic epics and among the Gauls. An example of this is the episode in which Scipio was a challenged by a Celtiberian, whom he defeated. The Celtiberians held hecatombs and sacrificed goats, prisoners and horses to a warrior god identified with Ares. The wolf, as the most feared of the beasts because of its associations with the underworld night, war and death was an ideal symbol for the Indo-European warrior fraternities. 

The deities were most of time warrior Gods. they were associated with mountain peaks and water gates  to "The Beyond", which explains the  offerings of weapons to rivers and mountain peaks in the Bronze age. They are deities with river names, such as Deva or Navia/Nabia. Nabia, a multifunctional deity, seems like the ancient Irish goddesses, to be linked to water and the Beyond. Nabia- nymphs of the meadows and copses are beautiful, tall, and slender. Their skin sparkles like flowers in the light. They have clear, musical voices. They have long floral hair that changes color according to the season to match the foliage.  Her consort is Cornoma. The epithet Corona is related to the god Coronus, "chief of the Curia"( assembly of warriors) comparable to Quirinus and Herjhann, epithet of Odin as "leader of armies". This demonstrates his warrior function of protecting the whole community. Another divinity was Bandua, guardian of the castros.

OPHIUSSA

Do the ancient Greeks give the ancient name to the Portuguese territory? It means Land of the Serpents.The 4th century Roman poet on geographical subjects, Rufus Avenus Festus, in Ora Maritima ("Seacoasts"), a unreliable document inspired by  a mariners 'Periplus, records  "Oestriminis" (or the extreme west) peopled by the Oestrimni, a people that lived there from along time, who had to run away from their lands after an invasion of serpents. This could be a relation to, the Saephe or Ophis ("People of the serpents") and the Dragani ("People of the Dragons") that came to that lands and formed what the Greeks knew as Ophiussa. Some authors related the Ophi people to druids and proto- Celts or to ancient Egypt. In an Egyptian tradition, refers that the Egyptian "serpents" From Carnac or Luxor had immigrated to Europe.

Ophi people lived mainly in the interior mountains in Northern Portugal (including Galicia). This people worshiped the serpents, hence Land of the Serpents. There have been some archeological findings that could be related to this people or culture. Some believe that the dragon, symbol of the city of Oporto is related to this people, or to the Celts who later invaded the area who also could have been influenced  by the Ophi cult.

There is a legend that on the Summer Solstice a maiden-serpent, A Chthonic Goddess, reveals the occult treasures to the forest. The city of Oporto was where this maiden would live. Festivities related to this Goddess occurred during the Solstice, while for the rest of the year this maiden transforms into a serpent living under and between rocks, where shepherds would take some milk from their sheep to give to her. 

THE LUSITANIANS

The word Lusitani is probably from Celt origin Lus and Tanus. It is believe that they came from the Swiss Alps that established in the region  in the 6th century BC. Historians and Archeologists largely discuss their ethnic origins. Some modern authors consider them to be indigenous of the region, initially dominated by the Celts, before gaining independence from them. The investigator Lambrino defended that the[image: image16.png]@wis



 Lusitanians were a tribal group of Celt origin related to the Lusoni (a tribe that have inhabited the east of Iberia). Both tribes came from the Swiss mountains. In the Roman mythology, Lusus was a son or a close friend of Bacchus( the Roman god of wine and fest), with his sister, Lisa, founded the realms of Lusitania. The first area colonized by the Lusitani was probably the Douro valley and the region of Beira Alta; in Beira they stayed until they defeated the other Celts and other tribes, then they expanded to cover a territory that reached Estremadura before the arrival of the Romans.
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Viriathus was known as Viriato in Portuguese and Spanish, dates 180 BC-139 BC. Little is known about him. Very probably was a shepherd - a normal occupation among the Lusitanians. He was known among the Lusitanians as a great warrior, and many nominated him as leader, which he constantly refused. Some say that he lived near Herminius Mons (todays Serra da Estrela, central Portugal). Others claim that he lived In Viseu, near Serra da Estrela. Today Viseu is referred has being the "city of the Lusitanians", or the city of Viriathus. 
Viriato was one of the leaders of the Lusitani. He took the leadership of the Lusitanian rebels against Rome. He fought Romans with a skill of a general winning territory and defending his people against the Roman armies. He was betrayed and killed by a handful of followers for money. Most of his life and war against the Romans are part of legend and Portuguese and Spanish Myths.

LUSITANIAN MYTHOLOGY

Lusitanian (or Ancient Portuguese) Gods were later related with the Celtic and Roman invaders. The Lusitani people adopted the Celt and Roman cults and influenced them with theirs. The Romans adopted many Lusitanian gods. This is one of those European mythologies and histories that most Anglos or Americans do not even know of. 

Atégina- Threefold Goddess -Goddess of Nature, Cure and Death. The most popular cult of this Goddess was in the regions of the Guadiana River, being the central cult in Turobriga. She was related to Persephone by the Romans. She was considered to be an infernal goddess that disappears in the underworld to reborn again. It comes from the Celtic Ate-(Aith) + gena meaning reborn, one fertility Goddess and of the fruits of the earth, which reborn every year. This deity was identified in several inscriptions as Persephone (Ategina Turibrigensis Proserpina). There is a possibility that Ategima is the equivalent to Astarte he Phoenician fertility Goddess. The sacred animal related to the Goddess was the goat.

Ares Lusitani - God of Horses - worshiped God in the north of Tejo. The Lusitanians, according to Tito Livio and Estrabao, sacrificed goats and warhorses. It was possible the existence of analogy between the initiation of a horseman and the symbolism of the horse as a spiritual demand: meaning that the horse was the symbol of the warrior, which will rise to the skies through triumph or sacrifice.

Bandonga- Goddess of the Lusitani Celts. Goddess known through an inscription, which contains an interesting reference to a individual name Celtius. It could be a reference to a name of a person or referring to a race "The Celts". The name of the Goddess seems to confirm this theory - "Band" means in Celtic "to bide” or "to forbid", it is also a feminine prefix ( still used in Ireland for example Banshee).

Bormanico - God of Thermal Waters (Spas)- equivalent to Aesculapios (God of Medicine and Healing). The healing powers of the thermal waters were of divine cause. 

Cariocecus - Lusitani God of War. Related to Ares. According to Estragao, "they offer  a goat the prisoners  and the war horses". It is known that the Lusitanian "had presage from the examination of the  war prisoners viscera ..." " cutting the right hand of the captive and  give them to the Gods".

Durbedicus - God of Fountains and Water. Durb- (drucht, meaning dew ) + ed+icus these last suffix  are common between the Celts. this means "the god that drips". a god connected with water, a fountain or the river Avus,(close to Ronfe) where the inscription was found.

Endovellicus - God of Health and Safety. He was the most famous of the ancient Gods of Lusitania. Similar to the Celtic god Sucellus of whose cult exist traces. His temple was in S. Miguel da Mota, close to Terena (Concelho do Arandroal), in Alentejo. 

This God was study intensively. Recent studies show that Endovellicus was present in a larger geographic area, greater than it was thought at first.  The origin Is clearly  Indo-European that makes the cult of Endovelicus to the Celts being accepted. Leite de Vasconcelos  explained and compared the Celtic name  Andevellicus with names of Welsh and  Breton origin,  meaning "The best God" or "The very good God", the epithet of  the Irish God Dagda.  God of  ancient origins however, it was in the Celtic period that he was most revered. Endovellicus probably was the primary God of a trinity jointly with Ategima And Runesocesius.

Mars Cariocecus - God of War of Tuy. A local deity whose cult was in the region of Galiza (Tuy). There is a  possibility that "Cario" Comes from the Celtic "Corio" which means "military body" or "army body".

Nabia - Goddess of Rivers and Water. 

Nantosvelta - Goddess of Nature,  wife  of Sucellus. Gaulish Goddess. 

Runesocesius - God of Darts or God of the Spears. His origin is Celtic and it means "The Mysterious"  from the ancient Irish "Run”,” Mystery", also related  to "Armed with a Dart or Spear" (Javelin). His warrior attribution is uncontested. Sucellus - God of Agriculture, Forests and Alcoholic Drinks. Gaulish God. He is most of time represented carrying a barrel of beer and a hammer. His consort is Nantosvelta.
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Tongoenabiagus - God of Oaths Fountain. Exists in Braga a fountain dedicated to this God. Oaths were made in the fountain of his invocation. Who would make a oath would mention (more or less ) the words of a old Irish text  about  the feast of Bricriu (Fled Bricrend) "tong a toing mo thuath" (I vow for what my people vow). 

Trebaruna - Goddess of the House, Battles and Death. Initially starting as a domestic Goddess she later became known as a warrior Goddess. Inscriptions refer to her warlike characteristics. The name means, D'Arbois de Jubainville, reputed in Celtic culture, to mean Trebo+runa "house secret ".

Turiacus - God of Power of the Grovi People. Deity of the Grovi (people that lived between the Douro river and the province Minho). Breaking up the name into Turius+acus and comparing it to the Irish inscription (Tor i ri no Tigheanrna). It is a powerful God, related to power. As Tor, means King of Lord. 

Folk musicians in Galicia play a bagpipe called a "gaita." These Galician bagpipes are often featured at the Lorient Celtic Festival in Brittany. Women skilled in folk healing in Galicia, called "meigas," are thought to be remnants of Celtic druid assistants from centuries ago. In Galician folk culture there is a world beneath the land surface where live the mouros," or the Ancient People. These are giants, dwarfs, and Little People. These legendary characters may steal things from the market, or leave treasures for some people, or punish a person if he claims to have seen them. The "queimadas" storytelling events are a reminder of a time when Celtic bards told the epic stories of a Celtic nation. Rural folk in Galicia engage in step dancing, reminiscent of other Celtic dance form.
Mhor Camba, one of the founders of the League of Celtic Galicia, puts things this way: "What does being Celtic mean to me? It's about being close to nature. About honoring the land, listening to nature. We've gotten too busy, watching TV. The knowledge still exists in rural villages, not that they even know they are Celtic, but it's how they behave anyway." {Quoted in the Aviva article.)

Andres Pena, an archeologist and expert on Celtic Galicia, describes it like this: "People in the countryside know they are Celtic. It's important to them. And it's important to me. When I walk in the country, I can read the landscape -  who was living there and how they lived, like a book. Dolmens, crosses, altars ..."

Credits: My  research come from  Internet Sources and from different historians  

I also translated some pieces from Portuguese sites – Antonia
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The Place of Pity

by Ian Elliott

My stepmother died.   She was my father’s fifth and last wife, and my last mother-figure among humans.  I went through the usual sequence of numbness, anger, carelessness and, finally, sorrow.  Then I reached a plateau of peace and reflected on the meaning of grief and passing away for Pagans.  

[image: image19.jpg]


The sorrow I feel at parting from the possibility of seeing my stepmother again this side of the Summerland is not profound, not on a level with the old griefs for the deaths of my natural parents and my maternal grandmother.  Although I had known my stepmother since 1962, she had always maintained a certain distance she thought, no doubt, suitable for a stepson.  So her passing was not a great emotional impoverishment for me, just a last parting from the past, a last link to my father gone.  

There is a platitude to the effect that too much grieving over lost loved ones is nothing but self-pity.  Like other platitudes, it contains a kernel of truth but only a kernel.  It fails to say how much grieving is too much, and thereby leaves the matter to individual temperament and circumstances.  For my part, I was never aware of a moment when I was done with sorrow for the loss of my grandmother, father and mother.  The tears just stopped, and the lake of sadness went underground, so to say, occasionally sending little geysers to the surface years later, with the surfacing of some memory.  

Is great sorrow at bereavement truly a sign of self-pity?  When his friend the spiritual teacher Keshab Sen died, Ramakrishna, surely among the least self-centered people one reads about in Indian history, shut himself up in his room for three days.  The teacher Krishnamurti, who later identified grief with self-pity, was profoundly affected by the death of his brother Nitya, and reported having visions of him and even being in communication with him for months after Nitya’s death.

What lies deep within us has correspondences with levels the dead must pass through on their journey to the Summerland or Tir-na n’og, that place of recuperation and fellowship between lives.  Here was a key to something I read about shamans and the pagan priests of old Lithuania carrying messages from the newly dead to their living survivors:  almost invariably the message was “Don’t grieve so much.”  Apparently the collective grief of the bereaved settles in a certain level at or near the Otherworld and distresses the dead there.  This also would account for doctrines of the supposed suffering of the damned, the “wailing and gnashing of teeth” Christ mistakenly spoke of.  This was no suffering of the dead, but of the living, producing that sense of “the pity of things” of which Buddhist monks become aware.  

In our own witch meditations we descend in our awareness through the nine gates the Goddess passed through in her famous myth, shedding aspects of our personality as we go through them one by one, as she in the myth shed her garments and jewels.  As we descend ever deeper into our root souls, we pass through a number of ordeals.  Not all are unpleasant, but all are distracting and potentially obsessing, and if we are not careful we can get stuck on the way.  One of the purposes of the Wild Hunt is to gather up those souls who have died during the year but gone astray on their nine nights’ journey to the Otherworld.  So at Samhain, Herne leads forth a great cavalcade of spirits, human and otherwise, from the Deep-Earth, emerges into Middle-Earth, and ranges about for a season, returning at the end of Samhain back down the sidhe or passage to Tir-na n’og with the stragglers in train.

When a witch succeeds in changing levels, in going down a floor, so to speak, in that [image: image20.png]


great cosmic elevator, the interior analogue to the World Pillar, the experience is one of quiet joy.  Immediately below Middle-Earth is a place of peace, but as one descends farther it changes.  It represents, perhaps, not so much the next floor below as a state of suspension on the way to it.  There is a palpable feeling of descent into a much profounder state of inner quiet than is normally available, exactly similar to that sudden lurch that is felt while falling asleep or waking up.  Beneath this, however, lies a place where we store old memories and desires.  It is like an overstuffed closet or basement room.  If we have fetishes or sexual fantasies, these will leap out at us in full strength at this level.  It is also common to have third-rate religious experiences there, which are really just amalgams of memories of religious feelings, along with other feelings of every description.  This is where we store aspects of ourselves that are too strong and disrupting to allow on the surface of our everyday lives.  This is the first gate, and, like the Goddess, we must give up something in order to pass beyond it; in our case, we must relinquish whatever confronts us there, no matter how alluring or poignant it may be.

I cannot give an account of all the levels, having only passed through two or three of them, at least so far as I can remember.  One peculiarity of this descent is that each level has its own separate memory compartment, so to say.  When we revisit a level, we remember all about it and also all our previous visits.  The levels are cumulative, so that as we descend farther we retain the memories of higher levels.  However, when we return we relinquish our memories of lower levels as we reascend past them.  Once we are back in Middle-Earth we can recall our visits below only vaguely, and therefore it may be that I have gone farther than I can recall.  What I do remember is the level of initial peace, followed by a very colorful, vivacious state, full of lusts and enthusiasms.  

At some level beneath that I reached the place of pity.  If my descent occurred while my eyes were open and I was walking around in public (as has occurred on rare occasions), I became aware of how fragile the people around me were, and how each of them had a store of sorrow and tried to live in ignorance of it.  This sorrow was the sorrow of mortality, the knowledge that we, too, are going to die, reinforced by the loss of our loved ones.  

I can remember a little of how I passed that gate and descended to the one below it.  It happened by asking, who is going to die?  Who am I?  But this was not asked in words spoken or thought; it was a turning within towards the root of my existence, a soundless questioning of my identity.  Graves in his reconstruction of the Rune of Amergin associates this level with the Nameless Day after Yule and the rune tag “Who but I knows the secret of the unhewn dolmen?”  Dolmens were Celtic gravemarkers erected on burial mounds, marking the grave of a hero below.  The dolmen is unhewn because the identity of the one who is going to die is called into question at this level.  

Who am I?  And what is all this?  This level is sheer terror when we open up to it fully, and can only be withstood for an instant.  At least, I haven’t been able to bear it any longer than that.  I have always turned tail and reascended, through pity, through lust, through the summery peace of the initial drop, to my everyday life here in Middle-Earth once again.  But someday I will have to pass through that gate, and beyond it lies the Plain of Joy, as the Bretons call Tir-na n’og or the Summerland.  That joy is reached by going through terror and the unknown, not by turning away from them.

Ian Elliott, November 19, 2005
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COURT RULING PUTS GREEK PAGANS CLOSER TO RELIGIOUS FREEDOM

By Christopher Blackwell
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On May 5 The Guardian reported that an Athens court ruled that a ban on the worship of Zeus, Hera, Herms and Athena, along with other Greek gods and goddesses, be overturned.

http://www.guardian.co.uk/international/story/0,,1767802,00.html

The Greek Pagans plan now to petition the Greek parliament, or the European Union, if their petition of the Greek government should fail. They hope to gain the right to hold rituals in the many Greek temples and sacred sites.

ONLY THREE LEGAL RELIGIONS IN GREECE

According to The Guardian, 98% of Greeks are Greek Orthodox. The only other two recognized public religions are Judaism and Islam. They are the only ones with full religious rights, including the right to hold property such as buildings to worship in and to represent themselves in court as religious bodies. All other religions, including other denominations of Christianity, are banned.

According to the online article, "Campaign to Decriminalize the Worship of the Greek Gods", a person could get up to five years in prison for doing a worship service even in their own home. http://www.greekgodslegal.co.uk/

Another article, "Ongoing Persecution of Pagans in Modern Greece", covers some other facts printed in the paragraphs below. 
http:// www.widdershins.org/vol10iss4/09.htm

GREEK ORTHODOX CHURCH POLITICAL POWER

The Greek Orthodox Church has been the official religion of Greece since the 4th Century and is alleged to have used its political power in the Greek government to discriminate against other religions. Two laws enacted in 1938, under the Greek dictatorship of John Metaxas, still apply.

One law prohibits converting anyone from the Greek Orthodox Church and an amendment states anyone engaged in proselytism shall be imprisoned, fined and subject to police supervision for six months to a year as the court decides. The second law requires anyone not Greek Orthodox to obtain church licenses from both the ministry of Education and Religious Affairs and local Orthodox bishops. Different religions have different laws applied by the ministry. To practice without recognition means being open to harassment by the police and the government as well as by the

Greek Orthodox Church officials and followers. Actual separation of church and state would require a Constitutional amendment.

During a 1996 visit, the United Nations Special Rapporteur of Religious Intolerance, Abdelfattah Amor, said that the limitations of freedom of worship were inconsistent with internationally- established human rights norms. The law against proselytism is at odds with the 1981 UN declaration of a greater need respect for human rights, including the right to convert, freedom of religion.

In 1998 the European Court of Human Rights condemned Greece for violating Article 9 of the European Human Rights in a proselytism case. There had been a resurgence of interest in Greek Paganism inspired in part by returning Greeks who had lived in countries that had religious freedom, such as Sweden and the United States.

GROWTH OF MODERN GREEK PAGAN MOVEMENT

Tryphon Olympios founded Ellinon Epistrofi, or "The Return to Hellenes Movement." Other groups also started, including the Committee for Hellenic Religion, the Greek Society of the Attic Friends, the Apollonian Society and the Committee of the Greek Religion.

By 2001 Greek identity cards no longer required the listing of a person's religion.

On June 2004, the World Council of Ethnic Religions (WCER) had its seventh congress in Greece and was hosted by the Greek Pagan umbrella group Ypato Symboulio Hellinon Ethnikon. This led to Spartan schools, Hellenist magazines and classical theater.  All these groups supported the separation of church and state. They were against the Socialist Party which suppresses the teaching of ancient Greek language in the schools.

CONTINUED GREEK ORTHODOX CHURCH RESISTANCE

The present Orthodox Church still disregards religious freedom. The campaign for recognition of the Greek Religion of the 12 Gods has twice been ignored by the government.  In the American documentary " I still worship Zeus," participants refused to be named for fear of harassment. They allege that there have been threats against the lives of some members and at least one bookstore has been burned.

http://www.bellaonline.com/articles/art34231.asp

With the court ruling on their side, it remains to be seen if Greek Pagans may finally be on the path to religious freedom. However, the Greek Orthodox Church is resisting. In the Guardian article, Father Eustathios Kollas said of the Pagans, "They are a handful of miserable resuscitators of a degenerate dead religion who wish to return to the monstrous dark delusions of the past."

The National Wicca Festival: Budapest, Hungary

Ostara 2006

March 25th was a crisp but sunny day in central Budapest and those with an interest in Wicca made their way to the 9th District of the city, to the Ferencvaros Community Centre  (Ferencvárosi Művelődési Központ) for the first National Wicca Festival of 2006 (The Festival is a biannual event, held at Ostara and Samhain each year).

A number of features of the Festival were unchanging: there was a large esoteric bazaar offering anything from books (all of which were in Hungarian or were Hungarian translations of foreign works) to candles and incense, to drums, to statuettes, to gemstones… basically anything a good Wiccan or Pagan may need for their altar; you could have your tarot, palms and aura read, and you could listen to an impressive display of shamanic drumming by Mihály Nagy. 

New to this festival was a display of ritual items, kindly donated for the Festival by members of the Coven of the Path of the Silver Star (Az Ezüst Csillag Ösvénye Koven). All this, however, had to be fitted in and around the talks given by an increasingly international group of Wiccans, compared with previous festivals, and the open outdoor ritual lead by the Coven of the Path of the Silver Star.

The day’s talks started with “Casting Off a Curse in the Ancient Way” , given by Lylia, owner of Occulttér (www.occultter.hu) and organizer of the festival. This talk was interactive, with audience participation in chanting a requirement (much encouragement was given by Lylia and we all joined in enthusiastically!) in order to cleanse the stage.
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Then Hilvert Timmer, founder of Chakana (www.chakana.nl), gave a talk on “Neo-paganism as a new religious option in a secular society” focusing on his home country of the Netherlands. Having defined neo-paganism he spoke about the sociological and anthropological processes involved in making neo-paganism a viable religious option that may challenge dominant world views (e.g. the rational, the material…) but provide a more personal and natural, and perhaps satisfying, way of interacting with and between ourselves and our environment.

Before Morgana, head of Pagan Federation International, began her talk she announced that this festival marked the beginning of a branch of the PFI in Hungary to be overseen by Shade, the High Priestess of the Coven of the Path of the Silver Star. Having introduced Shade to the festival participants Morgana then went on to discuss her views on “Wicca as an emerging religion - a pragmatic approach” and what she had had to overcome when faced with introducing British Traditional Wicca to the Netherlands; where she and Merlin went for guidance and how they used local influences and customs in order to truly make Wicca resonate in a country where it had yet to be established at that time.
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The break in the talks was welcomed by those whose legs had gone numb from sitting and listening attentively to the simultaneous Hungarian translation of the talks (This was kindly provided by a member of the Coven of the Path of the Silver Star). They were able to stretch their legs by walking outside and either watching or participating in the open ritual, or go shopping at the bazaar or exploring what was on offer at the refreshment stand.

Having spiral danced ourselves to excess (I, for one, ended up trying to prove that witches could fly without broomsticks!) and eaten our way through plenty of mini chocolate eggs, a lot of the festival goers, including me, were in need of rest and so the talks resumed on schedule. First up to the microphone was Llwynnias Ddraig who had kindly provided the simultaneous translations earlier in the day. He spoke about the Wiccan Brotherhood, its different paths and traditions, the similarities and differences between them.

Our final foreign speaker, and final speaker of the festival in fact, was Paul Newman, who spoke about initiations in a general everyday sense and contrasted those “mundane” initiations to that of a magical, Wiccan initiation. He explained the reasoning behind much of the secrecy surrounding these initiations and the fact that the most important thing that this did was increase the individual’s heightened awareness in order to work with a coven magically. He also spoke about the degree system of initiation within Wicca and the significance of each degree. 

Much fun was had; many mini chocolate eggs were eaten and a lot was learnt by many. For those of you brave enough to experience Wicca the Hungarian way the next festival will be held at the same place this Samhain. Details to follow!

Raven, PFI Hungary

Also check out www.hu.paganfederation.org

FFI shade@paganfederation.org NC PFI Hungary
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Important Announcement-
Pagan Federation International an Affiliated Organisation of the Pagan Federation 

For some time it has been the wish from the PFI team to officially regulate our more-or-less autonomous position within the Pagan Federation. 

Although we enjoyed a large amount of freedom we were still officially “a District of the PF, a British Organisation”. For a number of National Coordinators this felt rather strange. As we continued to grow and more nations wanted to be represented and join our team it was becoming more obvious that we should seriously look at the possibility of “Affiliation”. Or becoming a Sister Organisation of the PF. 

This became acute when the PF changed the Constitution in which membership criteria were no longer basing on accepting the Three Principles. The Three Principles (**see below for the wording) are still enshrined in the Constitution but are no longer a requirement for membership. 

At the Council Meeting in November 2005 we submitted a motion “to move towards becoming a Sister Organisation”. Although the motion was rejected it was seen as a signal that we - PFI – were seriously thinking of splitting off and opened the way for further negotiations. 

This culminated in submitting a new motion for the Summer Council Meeting on July 1st, 2006 in which we moved towards “Affiliation” and thus total autonomy. 

The result was for the motion: for 19, against 0, abstentions 4

The motion read (taken from the July 1st, 2006, Council Meeting minutes): 

7.1
The following amended proposal was agreed

PFI be allowed the status of Affiliated Organisation of the Pagan Federation.  As an Affiliated Organisation the use of the PF logo and reciprocal services of the PF and PFI are to be granted.  PFI will retain a seat on the council and will be consulted on matters regarding overseas members.

And that the following definition of Affiliated organisation is added to the PF Constitution, as section 8 with consequent renumbering of the existing sections 8 -10 inclusive as 9 -11.

8.
Affiliated Organisations

8.1
Organisations can be affiliated to the PF by vote of Council if they meet the following criteria:

i)
Have in their constitution Aims and Objectives compatible with the Aims and Objectives of other PF and PF Affiliate Organisations.

ii)
Their membership criteria are in harmony with those of other PF and PF affiliate organisations.

8.2
Members of the PF moving to areas where there is an affiliated organisation may either transfer their membership fully to that organisation or opt to remain members of the PF.  In the latter case, membership benefits they may receive from the affiliate organisation shall be determined by that organisation.

NB there were also minor amendments to other parts of the constitution to bring the whole constitution in line with the above. 

**************

This means that Pagan Federation International is now “an Affiliated Organisation of the Pagan Federation”

What does this mean in practice? Briefly, 


We are now a truly INTERNATIONAL ORGANISATION. We are a legal entity in our own right, with no financial ties with the British Organisation. 

We can decide our own policy and organise ourselves as we see fit as a federation of countries defending the rights of pagans worldwide. 


We have the right to use the name “Pagan Federation” and the PF logo

We have agreed to share and reciprocate services. In other words members of PFI will be “affiliated members of PF” and vice versa. 

We retain the right to attend the British Council Meetings and act as an advisory body for international affairs. 

At the moment we are busy with the reorganisation necessary to establish ourselves as a separate legal entity. PFI members will not notice any huge changes immediately and those members who wish to receive Pagan Dawn will continue to do so. 

ALL the administration and inquiries will be dealt with via the National Coordinators. Please contact your local coordinator for further information. 

We will inform members of the changes, particularly regarding the position of the PFI nations with respect to the PFI Trust (officially known as: Stichting Pagan Federation International), as soon as possible. 

We are enthusiastic about the results of the Council Meeting and I would personally like to thank the members of Council who supported us. And of course for all those who have supported our work in the past. It is a big move for the Pagan Federation and an even bigger move for PF International. I am looking forward to working with the Pagan Federation in our new role and I know our NC’s are looking forward to developing the PFI Nations. 

I wish us all a great success especially the member who I hope will join us in making the PFI a strong voice for ALL Pagans worldwide, 

Bright Blessings, 

Morgana, PF International Coordinator

** THE THREE PRINCIPLES:

1.
Love for and Kinship with Nature. Reverence for the life force and its ever-renewing cycles of life and death.

2.
A positive morality, in which the individual is responsible for the discovery and development of their true nature in harmony with the outer world and community. This is often expressed as 'Do what you will, as long as it harms none'.

3.
Recognition of the Divine, which transcends gender, acknowledging both the female and male aspect of Deity.

PFI Bulgaria Picnic in Sofia, August 2006

It was a sunny morning when we set off to the picnic in Yuzhen park, Sofia with Lugh, the NC for Bulgaria, and Boyan, a clairvoyant and Witch. The happening was to be the first PFI get-together, a chance for pagans to get to know the Pagan Federation, and the place where PFI Bulgaria was announced. 
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The place is a beautiful forest with large grassy areas. The benches were not in very good condition, but there was only a minimal amount of litter, and the park had a wonderfully natural feeling, with squirrels in the trees, distant chirping of the birds, the wind in our face bringing the smell of vegetation - it was a holy place indeed. At the location we were greeted by Ventsy and his wife Sveta, who also made this picnic possible. After initial introductions, Morgana, Pagan Federation International Coordinator, gave a moving speech on how PFI can help international networking for Pagans in Bulgaria, then the meeting took an informal turn. We found out, that there are quite a few Pagans out there, from very diverse religious backgrounds. There were about 20-30 people present, and many people sent their regards and were sorry they couldn't make it.

It is very interesting, that there is a strong community of followers of the Native American Path, the Eagle Circle, lead by Chief White Horse, a high-school teacher, who had the opportunity to meet with and study from chiefs and wise men in the USA. Other nominations include eclectic Wicca, Druidism, and Veshertsvo, family tradition Witchcraft of Bulgaria. This latter path mainly operates with feminine energies, and one of their strongest spells involve three women calling down the power of the full moon. They also study old legends, diverse magical creatures, and have a wide range of secret magical techniques. One who's involved in this tradition is called Vesitsa.

The main problem of the Pagans of Bulgaria semm to be twofold, and the problem of Pagans everywhere. First, they lack funding, therefore they lack study materials - even though this problem was eased by "Books for Bulgaria". The problem also effects their ability to travel and study their faith abroad. These hardships can be eased by experienced people visiting Bulgaria and giving lectures, workshops, even courses - and there is a lot to be learned from them as well! Also, it is impossible for them to go to Western Europe to international PFI conferences, although if some of these were held in places like Prague or Budapest, at least some of them would would be able to participate.
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Second, most of Bulgaria is very Christian, and whenever a group arises, "cultists" is the cry. A list of harmful and dangerous cults was published, which included Eagle Circle! This problem, of course is also known to every ex-communist country. After the change, most of the governments brought laws to allow people to follow any kind of faith they wish, and this was a great opportunity for enterprising con-men to found their own church, and get big money under the pseudonym "religion" - Pagan and Christian alike. These problems exist in all countries, and hopefully once PFI is fully operational, it can be a protective shield for real Pagan people and communities.

On the other hand, Bulgaria has a full grown Pagan community, and it does seem they lack the bane of people everywhere, the tendency to view each other's path as inferior. This strenght might just be the thing they need to surive in a mostly hostile environment. 

Lugh, NC for Bulgaria is a young solitary eclectic Wicca, very eager to work with and for PFI. We wish them all the best! 

Saddie LaMort

ffi:

http://bg.paganfederation.org

lugh@paganfederation.org
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PRESS RELEASE from the
Council for a Parliament of the World's Religions
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Four steps toward lasting peace in the Middle East has been proposed by the Board of the Council for the Parliament of the World's Religions (CPWR) this week.

The short- and -long-term steps proposed are:

immediate humanitarian relief for civilian populations affected together with rebuilding of civilian infrastructure;

a negotiated return of prisoners now being held by rival sides;an encouragement to religious leaders of the region to take a lead in resolving outstanding disputes; and an invitation to spiritual communities world-wide to address "the fissures and tensions in the inter-religious movement that have developed as a result of this conflict."

The members of the Council's Board of Trustees, who issued a statement with the proposed steps, represent the major religious and spiritual traditions in the world.

The statement mourns the deaths that have occurred and are occurring among the Lebanese, Israelites, and Palestinians and welcomes UN Resolution 1701 calling "for the immediate cessation of hostilities and the deployment of an international peacekeeping force to monitor the truce."

It states: "In an increasingly interdependent world, the well-being of all peoples is interconnected. In such a world, the smallest unit of survival is, indeed, the whole human family." The statement begins: "Hatred is never ended by hatred but by mutual understanding and regard. Peace is at once the destination and the path. These convictions come from the deepest beliefs of the world's religious and spiritual 
communities." It continues: "We commit ourselves to the nonviolent resolution of antagonisms through dialogue and negotiation, diplomacy and compromise."

In a letter to UN Secretary General Kofi Annan enclosing the statement, Board Chair William E. Lesher wrote: "The statement welcomes the recently adopted UN resolution 1701. It looks forward to the weeks ahead when this delicately negotiated resolution will require great restraint, positive international engagement and a spiritual commitment to peace if the diplomatic achievement arrived at in New York is to take effect on the ground in the Middle East."

Council Trustees reported it took many days of discussions to produce the statement and that members indicated they had not seen such strong differences among their contacts as this escalation of the Middle Eastern conflict had aroused. The Council has hosted three modern Parliaments attracting 7,000 to 9,000 participants (Chicago, 1993, Cape Town, 1999, Barcelona, 2004).

It dates its founding from the first Parliament in 1893 at Chicago's Columbian Exposition. The next event will be in 2009 at a site to be determined. The mission of CPWR is to cultivate harmony among the world's religious and spiritual communities and foster their engagement with the world and its other guiding institutions in order to achieve a peaceful, just and sustainable world. Statement of the Council for a Parliament of the World's Religions on the Current Conflict in the Middle East Peace is at once the destination and the path.

Hatred is never ended by hatred but only by mutual understanding and regard. These convictions come from the deepest beliefs of the world's religious and spiritual communities. 
We, members of the Board of Trustees of the Council for a Parliament of World Religions, grieve at the continuing violence and the loss of life and civilian  infrastructure and damage to the earth in Lebanon, Israel and Palestine.

We mourn the many deaths that have occurred and pray that the violence may end soon. All human lives are sacred and must be respected. In an increasingly interdependent world, the well-being of all peoples is interconnected.

In such a world, the smallest unit of survival is indeed the whole human family.

We are convinced that real security cannot be achieved by war and violence, but only by a respect for human rights and by a spirit of cooperation and tolerance. The recent conflict in the Middle East demonstrates yet again that violence only begets further violence in a never-ending spiral that has no victors but only victims. Towards a Global Ethic:

An Initial Declaration presented to the 1993 Parliament affirms a strong commitment to a culture of non-violence and mutual respect.  We commit ourselves to the nonviolent resolution of antagonisms through dialogue and negotiation, diplomacy and compromise. 
We, therefore, welcome the UN Security Council Resolution 1701 that calls for the immediate cessation of hostilities and the deployment of an international peacekeeping force to monitor the truce. Once a ceasefire is fully in place, we propose a series of short- and -long-term steps that might help the region move toward a more lasting peace:  Immediate humanitarian relief for the civilian populations of the countries affected together with the rebuilding of civilian infrastructure.

A negotiated return of prisoners now being held by the rival sides. 
An encouragement by the Parliament to the religious leaders of the region to come together to invoke their common heritage, to denounce religiously-motivated violence, and to take the lead in attempting to resolve outstanding disputes.

An invitation to spiritual communities world-wide to address the  fissures in the interreligious movement that have developed as a result of this conflict The situation in the Middle East is very serious; it threatens the peace and security not just of that region but of the whole world. It is our hope that the steps we have outlined might help to defuse tensions and provide a calmer environment within which the peoples concerned can work out their differences peacefully and constructively. To this effort the Parliament commits its full support.
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Pentacle Quest Breakthrough!
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There has been an important development in the Veteran Pentacle Quest!
Although the US Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) still has not approved the Pentacle, Sgt. Stewart is getting the Pentacle on his plaque!


The Nevada Office of Veterans Services announced today that they have taken action to get Sgt. Stewart's plaque with the Pentacle on it produced and installed on the Wall of Heroes at the Northern Nevada Veterans Memorial Cemetery in Fernley, Nevada. This decision was made after the Nevada Attorney General's Office determined that the state has sole discretion over state veteran cemeteries.


Tim Tetz, the Executive Director of the Nevada Office of Veterans Services, said in a press release issued today:  "I promised his widow and many others that we would diligently pursue every option to make certain Sgt. Stewart received recognition for his contributions as an Army soldier, a Nevadan, and an American hero."


Roberta Stewart was ecstatic and expressed thanks:  "Thank you and the
State of Nevada for your on-going support on this issue and for standing up and doing the right thing by honoring my husband for his and our family's sacrifices.  It gives me great peace to know my husband did not die in vain and I hope that the VA will follow suit and approve the Wiccan emblem for its National Cemetery Administration's emblem of belief list so that soldiers of all faiths can be honored equally."


Rev. Selena Fox, Senior Minister of Circle Sanctuary, also was delighted by the news: "I am thrilled that the State of Nevada stepped in and took action so that Sgt. Stewart is properly honored.  The service and sacrifice of Sgt. Stewart and the US Constitution should not have been ignored due to bureaucratic roadblocks.  It is time for the VA to approve the Pentacle for veteran grave markers and stop its pattern of disregard, delay, and discrimination against the Wiccan religion, Wiccan veterans, and their families."

Although the US Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) has had requests for more than nine years to add the Pentacle to the list of emblems of belief that can be included on the headstones, markers, and plaques they issue for deceased veterans, it has failed to do so.  Thus far, the VA has continued to maintain that it needs to revise its procedures again, an excuse it has repeatedly used in the past in response to Wiccans requesting that the Pentacle be added to the list.  During the nine-year period of keeping the Pentacle pending, the VA has approved emblems of belief for six other religions and philosophies.


Americans United for Separation of Church and State is representing Roberta Stewart and Circle Sanctuary.  Barry Lynn, Executive Director of Americans United, praised Nevada Governor Kenny C. Guinn for the move and called on VA officials to stop dragging their feet.  He said other Wiccan families are still waiting for the VA to add the Pentacle to their list of emblems of belief. Lynn says "We will continue to press this issue until the federal government gives a favorable response."

More information about the Veteran Pentacle Quest is on-line:
http://www.circlesanctuary.org/liberty/veteranpentacle
Halloween Traditions
Origins of the Celtic observation of Samhain
According to what can be reconstructed of the beliefs of the ancient Celts, the bright half of the year ended around November 1 or on a Moon-phase near that date, a day referred to in modern Gaelic as Samhain ("Sow-in" or alternatively "Sa-ven", meaning: End of the Summer). After the adoption of the Roman calendar with its fixed months, the date began to be celebrated independently of the Moon's phases.

As October 31st is the last day of the bright half of the year, the next day also meant the beginning of Winter, which the Celts often associated with human death. The Celts also believed that on October 31, the boundary separating the dead from the living became blurred. (There is a rich and unusual myth system at work here; the spirit world, the residence of the "Sidhe," as well as of the dead, was accessible through burial mounds. These mounds opened at two times during the year, making the beginning and end of Summer highly spiritually resonant.)

The Celts' survival during the cold harsh winters, depended on the prophecies of their priests or Druids. They believed that the presence of spirits would aid in the priests' abilities to make future predictions.

The exact customs observed in each Celtic region differ, but they generally involved the lighting of bonfires and the reinforcement of boundaries, across which malicious spirits might cross and threaten the community.

Like most observances around this season, warmth and comfort were emphasized, indulgence was not. Stores of preserved food were needed to last through the winter, not for parties.

Samhain mistaken as New Year

Popular literature over the last century has given birth to the near universal assumption that Samhain, now associated with the Roman Catholic theme and folkways of Hallowe'en, was the "Celtic New Year". Both the work of scholarly historians and Neopagan writers have begun to scrutinize this assertion. The historian Ronald Hutton, in his exhaustive study of the folk calendar of the British Isles[2] points out that there are no references which attest to this usage earlier than the 18th century, neither in church nor civic records. Although it may be generally correct to refer to Samhain as "Summer's End", this point of descent into the year's darkness may require better proof for us to cite this "end" as also being a "beginning". On the other hand, there is a huge volume of proof of the western world, including late Celtia, as having begun their calendars either at the end of December or around March 25th at various periods back through and before Medieval times.

Traditions
Halloween traditions survive most accurately on the island of Ireland, where the last Monday of October is a public holiday. All schools close for the following week for mid-term, commonly called the Halloween Break. As a result Ireland and Northern Ireland are the only countries where children never have school on Halloween and are therefore free to celebrate it in the ancient and time-honored fashion.

The custom of trick-or-treating resembles the European custom called souling, similar to the wassailing customs associated with Yule. On November 2, All Souls' Day, beggars would walk from village to village begging for "soul cakes" — square pieces of bread with currants. Christians would promise to say prayers on behalf of dead relatives helping the soul's passage to heaven. The distribution of soul cakes was encouraged by the church as a way to replace the ancient practice of leaving food and wine for roaming spirits at the Samhain.

Souling died out in most areas of England by the mid-17th century, during the Protestant Reformation. There is no evidence that souling was ever practiced in North America, and trick-or-treating seems to have evolved there independently: the earliest report of ritual begging on Halloween is from 1915, and it did not become a widespread practice until the 1930s. Ritual begging on Halloween did not appear in the British Isles until the late 20th century, and imitates the American custom.

In Celtic parts of western Brittany, Samhain is still heralded by the baking of kornigou. Kornigou are cakes baked in the shape of antlers to commemorate the god of winter shedding his "cuckold" horns as he returns to his kingdom in the Otherworld.

In the Isle of Man where Halloween is known as Hop-tu-Naa children carry turnips instead of pumpkins, and sing a song called Jinnie the Witch.

The Day of the Dead (Día de los Muertos, Día de los Difuntos or Día de Muertos in Spanish) is an ancient Aztec celebration of the memory of deceased ancestors that is celebrated on November 1 (All Saints Day) and November 2 (All Souls).

The holiday is especially popular in Mexico where it is a national holiday, and is celebrated in the Philippines, in Mexican-American communities in the United States, and to a lesser extent, in other Latin American countries. It is a public holiday in Brazil, where many Brazilians celebrate it by visiting cemeteries and churches, bringing flowers, lighting candles and praying.

Despite the morbid subject matter, Mexicans celebrate the Day of the Dead joyfully, and though it occurs at the same time as Halloween, All Saints' Day and All Souls Day, the traditional mood is much brighter with emphasis on celebrating and honoring the lives of the deceased, rather than fearing evil or malevolent spirits.

History of the Day of the Dead in Latin America

The Latin American origins of The Day of the Dead can be traced back to the indigenous peoples of the Americas, namely the Aztecs, Mayans, Purepechas, and Totonacs. In the Philippines, the practice is connected with the Anito (or "ancestor worship").

Rituals celebrating the lives of dead ancestors had been performed by these Mesoamerican civilizations for at least 3000 years. It was common practice to keep skulls as trophies and display them during rituals to symbolize death and rebirth.

The festival which was to become 'Día de Muertos' fell on the ninth month of the Aztec Solar Calendar, near the start of August, and was celebrated for the entire month. Festivities were presided over by the goddess Mictecacihuatl, known as the "Lady of the Dead". The festivities were dedicated to the celebration of children and the lives of dead relatives. The Aztec tradition included the making of bread in the shape of a person which is perhaps the origin of the pan de muerto.

When the Spanish Conquistadors arrived in America in the 15th century, they were appalled at the indigenous pagan practices, and in an attempt to convert the locals to Roman Catholicism moved the popular festival to the beginning of November to coincide with the Catholic All Saints Day (when saints are honored) and All Souls (day of observance and prayer for the dead and those souls in purgatory) days. All Saints' Day is the day after Halloween, which was based on the ancient pagan ritual of Samhain, the Celtic day and feast of the dead. The Spanish combined their custom of All Souls' Day with the similar Mesoamerican festival, creating the Día de lo Muertos, "The Day of the Dead". This is an example of syncretism or the blending of a significant event from two different cultural traditions. Indigenous people of the Americas often would outwardly adopt the European rituals, while maintaining their original native beliefs.

Beliefs and customs

The souls of children are believed to return first on November 1, with adult spirits following on November 2.

Plans for the festival are made throughout the year, including gathering the goods to be offered to the dead. During the period of October 31 and November 2, families usually clean and decorate the graves. Wealthier families build altars in their homes, but most simply visit the cemeteries where their loved ones are buried and decorate their graves with ofrendas, or offerings, which often include orange marigold called Flor de Muerto, Spanish for "flower of the dead", or zempoalxochitl, Nahuatl for "twenty-flower"]], a term that has been carried into modern Mexican Spanish as cempazúchil) which are thought to attract souls of the dead to the offerings. Toys are brought for dead children (los angelitos, or little angels), and bottles of tequila, mezcal, pulque or atole for adults. Families will also offer trinkets or the deceased's favorite candies on the grave. Ofrendas are also put in homes, usually with foods such as candied pumpkin, pan de muerto or sugar skulls and beverages such as atole. The ofrendsas are left out in the homes as a welcoming gesture for the deceased. Some people believe the spirits of the dead eat the "spiritual essence" of the ofrenda food, so even though the celebrators eat the food after the festivity, they believe it lacks nutritional value. The pillows and blankets are left out so that the deceased can rest after their long journey. In some parts of Mexico, such as the towns of Mixquic, Pátzcuaro and Janitzio, people spend all night beside the graves of their relatives.

Some wealthier families do build altars or small shrines in their homes. These altars usually have the Christian cross, statues or pictures of the Blessed Virgin Mary, pictures of deceased relatives and other persons, flowers such as marigolds, and scores of candles. Traditionally, families spend some time around the altar praying and telling anecdotes about the deceased.

Public schools at all levels build altars with offerings, usually omitting the religious symbols. Government offices usually have at least a small altar, as this holiday is seen as important to the Mexican heritage.

Philippines

In the Philippines, it is called Araw ng mga Patay (Day of the Dead), Undas or Todos Los Santos (since this holiday is celebrated on November 1, All Saints Day, designated by the Catholic Church), and has more of a "family reunion" atmosphere. It is said to be an "opportunity to be with" the departed and is done in a somewhat solemn way. Tombs are cleaned or repainted, candles are lit, and flowers are offered. Since its supposed to be about spending time with dead relatives, families usually camp in cemeteries, and sometimes spend a night or two near their relatives' tombs. Card games, eating, drinking, singing and dancing are common activities in the cemetery, probably to alleviate boredom. It is considered a very important holiday by many Filipinos (after Christmas and Holy Week), and additional days are normally given as special nonworking holidays (but only November 1 is a regular holiday).
Christian festival

The majority of Christians ascribe no doctrinal significance to Halloween, treating it as a purely secular entity devoted to celebrating imaginary spooks and handing out candy. The secular celebration of Halloween may loom larger in contemporary imagination than does All Saints Day.

The mingling of Christian and Pagan traditions in the development of Halloween, and its real or assumed preoccupation with evil and the supernatural, have left some modern Christians uncertain of how they should react towards the holiday. Certain fundamentalist and evangelical Protestants, along with some Eastern Orthodox Christians as well as conservative Jews and Muslims, strongly object to the holiday and refuse to allow their children to participate, citing its pagan origins (and, in some cases, its Roman Catholic connections) as well as what they regard as its Satanic imagery. In some areas, complaints from fundamentalist Christians that the schools were endorsing a pagan religion have led the schools to stop distributing UNICEF boxes at Halloween. Another response among conservative evangelicals in recent years has been the use of Hell houses or themed pamphlets (such as those of Jack T. Chick) which attempt to make use of Halloween as an opportunity for evangelism.

Other Christians, particularly Roman Catholics, continue to connect the holiday with All Saints Day.Some modern Christian churches commonly offer a fall festival or harvest-themed alternative to Halloween celebrations. Still other Christians hold the view that the holiday is not Satanic in origin or practice and that it holds no threat to the spiritual lives of children: being taught about death and mortality actually being a valuable life lesson. Fr. Gabriele Amorth, the senior exorcist of Vatican City, said in an interview with The Sunday Telegraph, "…if English and American children like to dress up as witches and devils on one night of the year that is not a problem. If it is just a game, there is no harm in that."

Likewise, to many Protestant churches, October 31 is also the date of Reformation Day, a minor religious festival. Some families, churches, and religious schools combine the holidays.

Objections to celebrating Halloween are not limited to those of the Abrahamic religions. Some members of the Wiccan religion feel that the holiday is offensive to real witches for promoting a stereotypical caricature of a witch. Additionally, many Wiccans and other neo-Pagan adherents object to Halloween as a vulgarized, commercialized mockery of the original Samhain observances.[citation needed] LaVeyan Satanists regard it as a holiday of sorts, as noted in 'Religious Holidays', a chapter of The Satanic Bible. It is usually celebrated as a night of increased spiritual activity, similar to Pagan traditions, and many Satanists have gatherings or rituals.

Death
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year. Instead I found something a bit silly. They are quotes about death from various people. Some are funny, some are creepy and some are sweet. Anyway, here they are- Joanne

A single death is a tragedy, a million deaths is a statistic 

- Joseph Stalin 

~  

Be ashamed to die until you have won some victory for humanity 

- Horace Mann 

~ 

Either this man is dead or my watch has stopped 

- Groucho Marx 

~  

He's dead, Jim 

- Leonard McCoy 

~ 

The call of death is a call of love. Death can be sweet if we answer it in the affirmative, if we accept it as one of the great eternal forms of life and transformation

- Hermann Hesse 

~ 

 ‘I meant’, said Ipslore bitterly, ‘what is there in this world that truly makes living worth while?’ DEATH thought about it, ‘Cats’, he said eventually, ‘Cats are Nice’.

- Terry Pratchett 

~ 

It is a far, far better thing that I do, than I have ever done; it is a far, far better rest that I go to, than I have ever known 

- Charles Dickens 

~ 

It's not that I'm afraid to die, I just don't want to be there when it happens 

- Woody Allen 

~ 

It's not that life is so short, it's just that you're dead for so long 
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- Unknown 

~ 

Kill a man, and you are an assassin. Kill millions of men, and you are a conqueror. Kill everyone, and you are a god 

- Jean Rostand 

~ 

Let us endeavor to live that when we come to die even the undertaker will be sorry 

- Mark Twain 

~ 

The dumber people think you are, the more surprised they're going to be when you kill them 

- William Clayton 

~ 

What happens if you get scared half to death twice? 

- Unknown 

When you were born, you cried and the world rejoiced. Live your life so that when you die, the world cries and you rejoice 

- old Indian Proverb

He who dies with the most toys is, nonetheless, still dead 

- Unknown 

~ 

It is better to die on your feet than to live on your knees 

- Emiliano Zapata 

~ 

A man who won't die for something is not fit to live 

- Martin Luther King, Jr. 

~ 

The gods conceal from men the happiness of death, that they may endure life 

- Lucan 

~  

I look at life as a gift of God. Now that he wants it back I have no right to complain 

- Joyce Cary 

~ 

It is good to die before one has done anything deserving death 

- Anaxandrides 

~  

I am ready to meet my Maker. Whether my Maker is prepared for the great ordeal of meeting me is another matter 

- Winston Churchill 

~ 

I have offended God and mankind because my work didn't reach the quality it should have 

- Last words Leonardo da Vinci 

~ 

On the plus side, death is one of the few things that can be done just as

easily lying down

- Woody Allen 

~ 

Until the day of his death, no man can be sure of his courage

- Jean Anouilh 

~ 

Life and death issues don't come along that often, thank God, so don't treat everything like it's life or death. Go easier

- Thomas Arnold 

~ 

Where life is more terrible than death, it is then the truest valor to dare to live

- Sir Thomas Browne 

~  

Life is pleasant. Death is peaceful. It's the transition that's troublesome

- Isaac Asimov 

In this world, nothing is certain but death and taxes

- Benjamin Franklin

~ 

 Life is weaker than death, and death is weaker than love

- Khalil Gibran 
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